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330 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, Sir, Your most obedient 
humble servant, 

Whitelaw Reid. 
The Right Honorable Sir Edwaed Gbey, Baronet, &c &c &c 



The British Foreign Office to the American Ambassador. 

Fobeion Office, September 6th, 1907 

Your Excellency. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's note of the 4th instant, containing the terms of the Modus Vivendi 
with regard to the Newfoundland fisheries, — which you are authorized by your 
Government to ratify. 

I am glad to assure your Excellency that His Majesty's Government agrees to 
the terms of the Modus Vivendi and that your Excellency's note will be con- 
sidered by His Majesty's Government as a sufficient ratification of that arrange- 
ment on the part of His Majesty's Government. 

His Majesty's Government fully shares the desire of your Government that 
the provisions of the Modus Vivendi should be made effective at the earliest 
possible moment, and the necessary steps will be taken by His Majesty's 
Government to secure its observance. 

His Majesty's Government takes note of the conciliatory offer of the United 
States Government to consider in a most friendly spirit any changes in the 
Modus Vivendi which may be agreed upon locally between the Newfoundland 
authorities and the United States fishermen and which may be acceptable both 
to the United States Government and to His Majesty's Government. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration, Your Excellency's 
most obedient humble servant, 

E. Gbey. 

His Excellency The Honorable Whitelaw Reid, &c &e &c 



AN ARBITRATION CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 

SWITZERLAND. 

Signed at Washington, February 29, 1908. 

The Government of the United States of America and the Government 
of the Swiss Confederation, signatories of the Convention for the pacific 
settlement of international disputes, concluded at The Hague on the 29th 
July, 1899; 

Taking into consideration that by Article XIX of that Convention the 
High Contracting Parties have reserved to themselves the right of con- 
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eluding Agreements, with a view to referring to arbitration all questions 
which they shall consider possible to submit to such treatment ; 

Have authorized the Undersigned to conclude the following arrange- 
ment: 

Article I. 

Differences which may arise of a legal nature, or relating to the inter- 
pretation of treaties existing between the two Contracting Parties, and 
which it may not have been possible to settle by diplomacy, shall be 
referred to the Permanent Court of Arbitration established at The Hague 
by the Convention of the 29th July, 1899, provided, nevertheless, that 
they do not affect the vital interests, the independence, or the honor of 
the two Contracting States, and do not concern the interests of third 
parties. 

Article II. 

In each individual case the High Contracting Parties, before appeal- 
ing to the Permanent Court of Arbitration, shall conclude a special Agree- 
ment defining clearly the matter in dispute, the scope of the powers of 
the Arbitrators, and the periods to be iked for the formation of the 
Arbitral Tribunal and the several stages of the procedure. It is under- 
stood that such special agreements on the part of the United States will 
be made by the President of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate thereof, and on the part of Switzerland, by the 
Federal Council of the Swiss Confederation, with the advice and consent 
of the Federal Assembly. 

Article III. 

The present Convention is concluded for a period of five years, dating 
from the day of the exchange of the ratifications. 

Article IV. 
The present Convention shall be ratified by the President of the 
United States of America, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate thereof; and by the Government of the Swiss Confederation in 
accordance with its constitution and laws. 

The ratifications of this Convention shall be exchanged at Washington 
as soon as possible, and it shall take effect on the date of the exchange of 
its ratifications. 

Done in duplicate in the English and French languages, at Washing- 
ton, this twenty-ninth day of February, in the year 1908. 

Elihu Eoot. [seal.] 
L. Vogel. [seal.] 



